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— trisha edibenenae dicen das JWM board hominates:Linda 


sistas Jaramillo for third term 
Conference News 


Board members for the United 
Church of Christ Justice and 
Witness Ministries decided 


At our recent Board meeting | was deeply aware of the 


Local Church News shifts and changes that were taking place around us. 


Lifting Up... We were meeting for the first time without Kathy Clark 


seeped staan soseeaese gametes ares at the helm of TAP. Upon the announcement of my unanimously Saturday morning 
NEWS Archives retirement, to take place in June 2013, the Board to approve the Rev. M. Linda 


. . illo! j H 
appointed a search committee to seek my successor. Jaramillo's nomination for a 


Resources ; : : : 
Sak Ris eee We introduced Laura Arnold, new to our staff. We third and final term as executive 
agreed that our bylaws at the conference level and in minister. 
the associations need to be changed to accommodate 
SECUCC eNewsletter new protocols and procedures, to provide oversight of, training for, and authorization of 
Sign up for SECUCC ministry. Then we learned that Dick Sales, the father and founder of TAP, had died 


Email Newsletter unexpectedly in a home accident. 


| (co) All this is a little too much change for me, a man who for forty years has had his first 
cup of coffee out of the same mug each morning. | find change disconcerting, 
disorienting, and | have discovered through the years that the churches and ministries | 
Southeast Conference FAQ’s have served do not welcome change any more easily than | do. 


| have also found in these times that amid the disturbances, | need to pause, and in the 
pause often the words of the 46th Psalm rise in my heart: “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth 

rit Cl ircl should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, though its waters 
roar and foam...the Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.” There are 
some things bigger than change, and yes, bigger than death itself. 


CENTER FO 


Those things rest in the constancy of God, and our capacity to keep our eyes fixed on 
the bigger picture, the longer view. There is an inevitability to change in life. We all 
know the story of the ruler who asked the wise one of the court, “What one statement is 
eternally true?” The wise one answered, “This too shall pass.” 


| commend to your attention the film “The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel,” a delightful 
movie set in India. Sonny, the operator of the hotel, a true optimist, said, “Everything 
will be all right in the end. And, if it is not all right, it is not the end.” | have confidence 
that we in the Southeast Conference have labored faithfully and well for our over 
sixteen years together. We have set in place the foundation of a strong witness. | have 
faith in the God of Jacob, our refuge, and in the vision that has guided us through some 
countless challenges - somehow, we always land on our feet, and keep walking 
through each challenge. In the end everything will be all right, “though the mountains 
shake in the heart of the sea” — for “if it’s not all right, it’s not the end.” 


I wich ta vai and te all Gad’c naaca 
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. Celebrate ; JWM board nominates Linda 


Pastor Chris Lyman 
Waldron of Praxis 
United Church of 

, Christ in Atlanta is 
» excited to announce: 


he secrets Jaramillo for third term 
Conference News 


Board members for the United 
Church of Christ Justice and 


Local Church News 
“ Witness Ministries decided 


; . “We began meeting unanimously Saturday morning 
NEWS Archives ’ September 16 at the to approve the Rev. M. Linda 
a ees home of our Jaramillo's nomination for a 
; Rasen ee ® denominational partner third and final term as executive 
Central minister. 
Congregational United 
SECUCC eNewsletter Church of Christ (“Central”), our sister church, which just celebrated its 130th 
Sign up for SECUCC anniversary. We are humbled to be meeting in such a beautiful, serene space as 


Email Newsletter Central offers. We’re also grateful to Central for adding a fourth group to its roster 


———; Go) of hosted congregations. We'll be joining in the same space as not only Central, 
but also Open Community Korean UCC and Congregation Bet Havarim. 


“Central's campus feels like a retreat center within the North Druid Hills/Emory 

Southeast Conference FAQ’s area of Atlanta. After driving up the long and winding driveway, enveloped by trees 
that would make John Muir proud, you'll be welcomed by a unicorn sculpture near 
the playground, then a fountain with a cross marks the entrance to our new home. 
Look for the signs we’re putting up to guide you! “Once inside, follow the sound 
of music to our worship space, lovingly known as “The Fireplace Room,” which 
has comfortable seating and where wall-sized views of the forest primeval will 
envelop you with God’s beauty. Be sure to set aside time to wander in the 
beautiful gardens before or after services.” 


“Children under the age of eight are welcome to participate in religious education 
or child care. All are invited to our Community Meal afterward in the nearby 
Fellowship Hall. We stay for dinner together every third Sunday of the 
month.Bring open hearts and open minds as we gather to hang out over coffee at 
5 p.m. and then begin our worship gathering at 5:30. Come join us for a 
community where all are welcome and you are welcome to bring your whole self!” 
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Wearts, and Heal the Soul of a Divided Nation 


JOY CE HOLLYDAY 


AUTHOR OF Clothed with the Sun: Biblical Women, Social Justice, and Us 


FOREWORD BY ANDREW YOUNG 


THE FALL MEETING OF THE GEORGIA-SOUTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION 
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
October 20, 2012 | 
10:00—2:00 | 
Bethany Congregational UCC 
1122 Lester Street 
Thomasville, GA 37199 


WE HAVE A STORY TO TELL! A FAMILY REUNION 


Come to the Georgia South Carolina Association Fall Meeting, at Bethany to hear and share our 
stories. We have a story to tell -- many stories, rich, moving stories. Our oldest stories have their 
roots in the 1839 mutiny by captured Africans on the ship Amistad. Later, the American 
Missionary Association (AMA) missionaries went south to partner with the newly emancipated 
citizens to establish churches and schools. It was a bold campaign to heal the hearts and souls of a 
divided nation. In its newer forms, our stories tell of a bold witness, to create safe, welcoming 
churches for all God’s beloved -- and to heal the hearts and souls of a divided nation. 


We will gather to share our stories, be inspired in worship, conduct an ecclesiastical council, and 
enjoy good food! Brynn White will be considered for ordination. Brynn is a member of Peace 
Congregational UCC, in Clemson, SC, and a recent graduate of Vanderbilt Divinity School. We will 
be led in story sharing and worship by Susan Mitchell, who is on the UCC national staff Rev. Susan 
worked on the Southeast Conference project, Rekindle the Gift, the story project that became the 
book On the Heels of Freedom, by Joyce Hollyday. (See the enclosed excerpt about the history of 
our host churches!)For lunch we will be treated to the legendary Evergreen Congregational UCC 
Fish Fry. 


Our Schedule 
9:00-10:00 AM Gathering (light morning food and drink) 
10:00-11:00 AM Worship and Ecclesiastical Council 
11:00-11:20 AM Break 
11:20AM-12:30 PM A Story to Tell, Susan Mitchell 
12:30-1:15 PM Fish Fry Lunch (story-ing may continue) 
1:15-2:00 PM . Closing and Leave Taking Se 


Hotel arrangements: (Reservations under GA/SC Association) 


Best Western Hotel and Conference Center 

133 Liberty Lane, Thomasville, Georgia 31757 * 

Standard King Bed Room = $95.99 + tax 

Suite w/ 2 double beds and living area $119.99 + tax, King or Double Rooms 69.99 + tax 


Jameson Inn 
1470 Remington Avenue, Thomasville, Georgia 31792 
King or Double Rooms $69.99+tax 


Georgia - South Carolina Association of the United Church of Christ 
Fall Meeting 
We've a Story To Tell: A Family Reunion 
October 20, 2012 


Bethany Congregational UCC 
1122 Lester Street 


Thomasville, GA 31792 
Registration 
INL TAD ri ee Tec pe ale ee et ae eee I a Sa RE, 0 SI Oe ie em eis nee 
ALL TIGS oct Oca rte ec eee ee Ee ele coe eiigy om, ie) eee 
CLOU Ria, cette ee Pea Spins ae ae oan DTTC OO re neo ere cesar ner 2 eee. Freee 
Email 
Phone 


DELEGATE____CLERGY_____ VISITOR... 
FEE: (Early Registration, before October 7, 2012 )$20.00 
At the Door: $25.00 


Please mail registration and fee to: 


Blair Bonds, GA/SC Association Treasurer 
1879 Spring Avenue 

East Point, GA 30344 

404.968.9168 
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Feature Focus - October 2012 HL 
THE FALL MEETING OF THE GEORGIA-SOUTH CAROLINA 
ASSOCIATIONOF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


October 20, 2012 
10:00—2:00 
Bethany Congregational UCC 
1122 Lester Street 
Thomasville, GA 37199 
Download Registration Packet 


WE HAVE A STORY 
TO TELL! A FAMILY 
REUNION 

Come to the Georgia- 
South Carolina 
Association Fall 
Meeting, at Bethany, to 
hear and share our 
stories. We have astory 
to tell -- many stories, 
rich, moving stories. 
Our oldest stories have 
their roots in the 1839 
mutiny by captured 
Africans on the ship Amistad. Later, after the Civil War, the American Missionary 
Association (AMA) missionaries went south to partner with the newly emancipated 


citizens to establish churches and schools. It was a bold campaign to heal the 
hearts and souls of a divided nation. In their newer forms, our stories tell of a bold 
witness, to create safe, welcoming churches for all God’s beloved. 


We will gather to share our stories, be inspired in worship, conduct an 
ecclesiastical council, and enjoy good food! Brynn White will be considered for 
ordination. Brynn is a member of Peace Congregational UCC, in Clemson, SC, 
and a recent graduate of Vanderbilt University Divinity School. We will be led in 
story sharing and worship by the Rev. Susan Mitchell, who is on the UCC national 
staff. Susan worked on the Southeast Conference story project Rekindle the Gift, 
which became the book On the Heels of Freedom by Joyce Hollyday. For lunch 
we will be treated to the legendary Evergreen Congregational UCC Fish Fry. 


Our Schedule 


9:00-10:00 a.m. Gathering (light breakfast) 
10:00-11:00 a.m. Worship and Ecclesiastical Council 
11:00-11:20 a.m. Break 

AA-IN Am AN-IN An mM N Ctans tn Tall GQunan NAitaAhall 
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JWM board nominates Linda 
Jaramillo for third term 

Board members for the United 
Church of Christ Justice and 
Witness Ministries decided 
unanimously Saturday morning 
to approve the Rev. M. Linda 
Jaramillo's nomination for a 
third and final term as executive 
minister. 
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12:30-1:15 p.m. Fish Fry Lunch (story-ing may continue) 
1:15-2:00 p.m. Closing and Leave Taking 


Hotel arrangements: (Reservations under GA/SC Association) 


Best Western Hotel and Conference Center 

133 Liberty Lane, Thomasville, GA 31757 

Standard king-bed room - $95.99 + tax 

Suite w/ 2 double beds and living area - $119.99 + tax 


Jameson Inn 
1470 Remington Avenue, Thomasville, GA 31792 
King or double rooms - $69.99+tax 
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News YOU ARE HERE: HOME * CONFERENCE NEWS 
Breaking News Conference News - October 2012 Hsu 
—— Seria nantes 
Celebrate 


seals yest assign oh saree tess teen Introducing your Moderator, Jim Crabb — Jim has served on the Board of Directors as Chair of the Finance 
Conference News Committee and Vice Moderator, as well as a General Synod delegate. Jim is a member of Central 
Congregational Church UCC in Atlanta, and has served in many capacities for that congregation, including 
ue Nees ict lk i Moderator. He currently lives in Decatur, GA with his wife of 27 years and their three sons. He is active in the 
Lifting Up... Decatur Rotary Club and is a Cub Scout and former Boy Scout leader. Jim enjoys woodworking, bowl turning, 
canoeing, and cooking. Jimis a professional engineer registered in the states of Georgia, Alabama, South 
Carolina, and Florida. He graduated with a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering from the Georgia Institute of 
“Reseurees” a Technology. Jim has served as the president of PerryCrabb, a firm that specializes in health care facility design, 
os os for nearly 15 years. 


Local Church News 


NEWS Archives 


Jeremy Rich, the former pastor of Bethany Congregational UCC in Thomasville, GA, has resigned from the 
SECUCC eNewsletter Conference Board of Directors, on which he served as Conference Liaison to Justice and Witness Ministries. We 
Sign up for SECUCC thank Jeremy for his faithful service to the Conference as well as to the Board of Directors. 


Email Newsletter 


| er 


= 


Southeast Conference FAQ’s : nae ' P : 
- Southeast Conference a Leader in Providing UCC History and Polity Education Across the 


ne SECs UCC. 


lho is the UCC? At the end of August, the third online UCC History and Polity Class in 2012 began with an enrollment of 24 

participants. This class, which is now offered for credit at Candler School of Theology of Emory University, 

Columbia Theological Seminary, Eden Theological Seminary, Bangor Theological Seminary, Union Theological 

Seminary in New York, and Vanderbilt University Divinity School, has expanded dramatically over the last year. 

Developed and led by Conference Minister Tim Downs, and based on materials developed over the course of his 

raining A able? thirteen years of teaching UCC history and polity, the class meets the requirements of most associations for 
“knowledge of and appreciation for UCC history and polity,” for authorization for ministry in the UCC. Tim works 
with three teaching assistants: Laura Arnold of Kirkwood UCC, Atlanta; Leah Lyman-Waldron of Praxis UCC, 
Atlanta; and Cameron Barr of Plymouth UCC, Des Moines, IA. Tim says, “This class is a part of the mission of 
the Southeast Conference in preparing leadership for the emerging UCC. We are now able to serve not only our 
own leadership, but people across the UCC.” 


New and Affiliating Church Updates from Across the Conference: 


We are in active conversation with several congregations across the Conference about affiliating with the United 
Church of Christ. They are: 
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o Covenant Community Church in Center Point, AL. Center Point is a Birmingham suburb, located east of the 
city. Covenant Community disaffiliated with the Metropolitan Community Church six years ago and has grown to 
300 members. Led by J. R. Finney, the church has a ministry that is using technology in creative ways to extend 
its ministry. J.R. is seeking UCC ministerial standing. 


o Phoenix Christian Church, Wildersville, TN. Wildersville is located between Memphis and Nashville, off 
Interstate 40. This small congregation has been supported by the leadership of Holy Trinity Community UCC, 
Memphis, and Holy Trinity Community UCC of Nashville. Their leadership attended the Alabama-Tennessee 
association meeting September 21—22. 


o Shrine of the Black Madonna, Atlanta. Shrine of the Black Madonna is the offspring of its mother church, the 
Shrine of the Black Madonna of Detroit, which began as a UCC congregation. Its ministers hold standing in the 
Michigan Conference and are interested in developing relationships with the UCC here in the Atlanta area. The 
Shrine’s pastor, Mwenda Brown, has been in conversation with Tim Downs. 


o United Church of Christ of Pensacola, FL. Patrick Rogers, the pastor of this newly formed church, has 
joined Open Table, a Community of Faith, in Mobile, AL. He is in the process of completing the requirements for 
ministerial standing in the UCC, and has organized a core group of leaders. Patrick has interviewed with the 
Board of Directors of the Conference. 


Alabama-Tennessee Association Fall Meeting: “Who Is My Neighbor?” 


On September 21 and 22, the people of the Alabama-Tennessee Association gathered for their fall meeting, 
hosted by our newest congregation, Safe Harbor Family United Church of Christ in Flowood, MS, outside 
Jackson. Over 60 people traveling from middle and eastern Tennessee and northern and central Alabama drove 
at least four hours, and others as long as seven, to be warmly welcomed by our hosts. We greeted old friends 
and welcomed the new, most notably Dr. Wendy Coleman, the newly elected pastor of First Congregational 
Christian UCC, Montgomery. We also welcomed a visiting congregation from Wildersville, TN: , Phoenix 


Christian Church, which is exploring affiliation with the United Church of Christ. The hospitality of our host church 
was incomparable;, the food abundant and delicious;, the worship, led by their choirs and Pastor Pam Walsh, 
inspiring. The theme of the meeting was “Who is My Neighbor?’and we were invited by the speakers into the 
world of immigration in the South. Angie Wright, pastor of Beloved Community UCC, Birmingham, and the 
keynoter for the meeting, called on us to be involved in the repeal of HB 56 in Alabama. She shared stories of the 
wrenching pain and disruptions that have scarred families torn apart by immigration legislation. She quoted a 
member of the Alabama legislature who said, “We want to make their lives so miserable they will just leave.” The 
current climate in Alabama has unleashed a wave of hatred on unsuspecting people, and Angie pointed out that 
the church has been front and center in leading for the repeal of HB 56. 


On Saturday, Bill Chandler, the Director of MIRA (Mississippi Immigration Rights Alliance), Patricia Ice, an 
immigration attorney in Mississippi, and Mike Knezevich, a member of Safe Harbor, presented an overview of 
the history of immigration in the United States, pointing out that we have throughout our history not welcomed the 
most recent wave of arrivals. They reported that fully 50 percent of undocumented people entered the United 
States legally, adding that under the Obama administration, twice as many people have been deported as under 
the prior Bush administration. They introduced us to “Becoming a Welcoming Congregation,” a program for UCC 
churches that seek to extend hospitality to immigrants. Patricia Ice further recommended the excellent UCC 
resources at www.ucc.org/justice/immigration. In workshops and discussions, we were equipped with the 
information to educate our congregations and build relationships with our new immigrant neighbors. 


New Board of Directors of the Southeast Conference Holds First Meeting, September 14-15 


The newly elected Board of Directors of the Conference held its first meeting on September 14-15 in Atlanta. We 
welcomed our new members: Lillian Hallstrand and Lawrence Clark of Brookmeade Congregational UCC, 
Nashville; Jeremy Gordon of Pilgrim Congregational UCC, Chattanooga, TN; Desiree Pedescleaux, First 
Congregational UCC, Atlanta; and Jon Ritt of Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta. Moderator Jim Crabb led the 
proceedings. The major agenda items were to begin organizing the Search Committee for a conference minister, 


file:///Users /MTS/Desktop/work%20in%20progress /archive_org%20newsletter%20uploads/2012/October/conference-news.html Page 2 of 4 


Leader Link Conference News Southeast Conference SECUCC News 8/6/13 7:50 PM 


prepare for the transitions in our programs and conference life with the departure of Kathy Clark and the 
retirement of Tim Downs in June 2013. Present with us at the meeting from the Office of General Ministries of 
the UCC was Susan Towner-Larson, who will serve as the national liaison for the search process for a new 
conference minister. 


The Search Committee was elected and will be chaired by Jennifer Austin, the administrator of Holy Trinity 
Community UCC, Nashville, and vice-moderator of the Conference. Other members of the committee include; 
Rodney Franklin, First Congregational Christian UCC, Birmingham; John Gill, Church of the Savior, UCC, 
Knoxville; Lyle Weible, Pleasant Hill (TN) Community UCC; Marvin Morgan, First Congregational UCC, Atlanta; 
Leah Lyman-Waldron, Praxis UCC, Atlanta; and Joanne Calhoun, Circular Congregational UCC, Charleston. 


We noted that the 2013 Annual Meeting of the Conference will be held at First Congregational UCC, Atlanta, on 
June 14-15. Planning will begin on this event, which will be an occasion for celebrating the last TAP convocation 
and Tim Downs’ retirement. We will also be welcoming Geoffrey Black, the General Minister and President of the 
UCC. 


In staff reports Debbie Spearman noted that she is beginning to organize the next steps of the capital campaign 
and is preparing for OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission) Sunday, October 28 , when the Board will be asked to 
visit churches and share information about OCWM. We are encouraged by the progress of the Capital 
Campaign, and the pledges that continue to come in from congregations. 


Sarah Kim gave a report on the next steps of the PATHWAYS program as it expands to lowa and other 
conferences in the Southern Region. We introduced our new associate Laura Arnold, who is working with Sarah. 


Tim Downs spoke about the upcoming transitions for which we are preparing: his retirement, the reorganizing of 
the Commission on Ministry, and the organization of the office for a smooth succession. He noted that, although 
he appreciates the many good wishes, he will be around for the next nine months and looks forward to a vital and 
engaged year ahead. The organizing of the Commission on Ministry of the Conference will involve a close look 
at the bylaws of the Conference and each of the associations. Ginny Nixon and Susan Dunn, both Board 
members, will be working on the revision of bylaws at both conference and association levels. 


We were introduced to Patrick Rogers, the organizing pastor for the United Church of Christ of Pensacola, FL. 
Patrick is a member of Open Table, A Community of Faith in Mobile, AL, and has organized a core committee. In 
addition to this new church, Tim noted that churches in Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia are also in the 
process of seeking affiliation with the UCC. 


The Board voted to affirm Rich Nelson, a member of Pleasant Hill (TN) Community UCC, as the new coordinator 
of the Southeast Conference Disaster Assistance Relief Team (DART). Rich is organizing his support team and 
is looking forward to arranging training for the team. 


Memorial Service for Richard W. Sales Held at First Congregational Christian UCC, Birmingham, 
September 23 


The many friends, family, and colleagues of Richard (Dick) Sales gathered at First Congregational Church, 
Birmingham, where Dick and Nancy Sales were members, to celebrate a life that touched and transformed other 
lives around the world. Dick’s children, Anne, Mark, and Jim, were present, as were his grandchildren, and Mark 
spoke movingly of their early years as children in South Africa. Kathy Clark of Local Church Ministries of the 
UCC offered a reflection on the breadth of Dick’s ministry in developing theological education by extension 
across Southern Africa, and noted that some have said no one has had as great an impact on the African church 
as Dick Sales. Greetings were shared from Sandra Gourdet of Global Ministries, who wrote of the enduring 
impact of Dick’s work in Africa that continues to this day. Scott Douglas, the director of Greater Birmingham 
Ministries, expressed appreciation for all of Dick’s work for justice in Birmingham through the Birmingham 
churches. Tim Downs spoke of the genius of a model of theological education that reached deeply into the lives 
of some of the most isolated churches of this conference and brought them new perspectives on ministry, and 
renewed their relationships with the UCC. Angie Wright of Beloved Community UCC in Birmingham thanked God 
for a man who was, like a prism, not so noteworthy to look at in itself, but for the light and glory refracted through 
it, is remarkably beautiful. 


The Board of Directors of the Southeast Conference, in consultation with Nancy Sales, invites all who wish to 
remember Dick or whose lives have been touched by Dick’s work through the TAP program to make 
contributions to the Richard W. Sales Scholarship Fund to benefit TAP and PATHWAYS students. Contributions 
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On Sunday, September 16, 2012, First Congregational Christian Church UCC, Montgomery, AL, held an 
Installation Celebration as they welcomed their new pastor, the Rev. Dr. Wendy R. Coleman, who was called by 
the church on July 1. Dr. Coleman has preached and taught since July 1995, when she was licensed at the 
Greater Mount Pleasant Baptist Church in Tallahassee, FL. She is a graduate of Alabama State University, with 
a Ph.D. from Florida State University. Dr. Coleman’s style of preaching incorporates the gifts that God has 
blessed her with, including singing, teaching, and making the Word of God relevant to the struggles and triumphs 
of everyday life. She lives by this motto: “I know to whom much is given, much is required. I’m just trying to 
fulfill the requirements.” 

www.firstcongregationalchristian.org/ 


First Congregational Church UCC, Atlanta, pastored by the Rev. Dr. Dwight Andrews, celebrated their 145th 
anniversary with a Homecoming Worship Service on September 23 with guest speaker, the Rev. Dr. Yvonne 
Virginia Delk. Their theme for a number of celebratory activities during the month was “Renew Remember 
Rejoice.” 

www.firstchurchatlanta.com 
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